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My name is Minka McCarthy. I am a nineteen year old citizen of the 
UKA, the most powerful nation in the world. Here the city stretches from coast 
to coast, factories and apartment blocks from the bedrock to the sky, ever 
stretching up and out. 

Not so long ago I was a student at the University of the Movement 
Tekne. Tekne, our national religion and electric company, has brought our 
nation progress and prosperity unrivaled by any state past or future. Thanks to 
Tekne's wealth, one hundred fifty million persons now bask in the glory of the 
UKA. 

Until recently, my exposure to these people has been limited. I am a 
student of the National Schools, you see. I did well in school, as my nation did 
well for me. The daughter of engineers, I too studied engineering. Though life 
in school was dull and undemanding, I enjoyed my room in the white scrapers 
of the North. There the smog is not so thick, and the buildings keep their 
concrete to a healthy shade of clean . 
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I had a window through which between essays I could look out 
and imagine new heights, new buildings taller than before. By the ache 
in my chest I knew I needed something more, some bigger, better life 
to live. On weekend I would try to buy my way out of the void: new 
clothes, new discs, new drugs. But the money from home soon slowed 
to a trickle. 

In August I received a notice from the headmasters office stating 
that my tuition payments were overdue. I hadn't been to visit my 
parents in over four months. I figured they were trying to lure me 
home through the constriction of funds. 

I waited, putting off the visit to the last possible point, when the 
notice for eviction clung to my door, and my friends refused to face 
me. 

On the last day before leaving, I ran into Macy and London in 
the hall. They, my friends, no longer called me. 

"Want to go to the shop for coffees and glue?" I asked. 

They obviously had grander plans in mind; with shining clothes 
and painted faces, they were dressed for seeking sex. 

"And who's going to pay your way, Minka?" Macy asked. 

I wasn't invited, and I wasn't excited to join them, but I had 
nothing better to do. Homework was pointless; my profs refused to 
mark my work until I paid my dues. 

"Waif I blurted, and held them to the hallway while I changed 
into my leathers. 

The leathers clung tightly to my crotch, they made walking and 
bending a chore. And the salt smell alone was enough to cancel all 
hunger forever, but it was the most expensive thing I owned. Leather 

goods were in short supply at the time. 

London and Macy walked beside me in that suit, their own suits 
just vinyl and poly. 

It wasn't a long walk to the Uni bar, but the gaps between 
silence and footsteps stopped time. The conversation was nil. 

They didn't mention my eviction, but it loomed, spoken in 
glances, twitched eyebrows and coughs. 

When we reached the bar they left me to myself. They were 



un 



gone between bodies, bathed in 
red light The music, pulsing, failed 
to move me. The air was thick with 
sweat. 

The drinks were paid for by 
tuition. I couldn't pay my own, So I 
sat alone, waiting. Soon some 
young man, white pants stretched 
tight for effect, came and sat beside 
me. He had brown hair and arched 
eyebrows. His eyes were washed 
out, pale. He passed me two 
pitchers and slid his hands down 
my sides. 

I said nothing. I sat there 
waiting for Macy or London to 
come, to come to take me home. 



Here in school class is learned 
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I sat there, but they were gone, and I wouldn't see them again. 



So I sat there while he cupped my breast It was cold, skin tight and 
shivering, I shrank inside myself. 

He explored me. I said nothing. 

How would I phrase it..? 

I let him buy my ale, I wore my leather suit, I came here and sat down. 
What could I say now? 

I listened to the empty pulse of music, the hit song creation, a half- 
wrought distraction. I thought of my bed in my room. Then of the even softer 
bed in my old room, my bed in my parent's apartment But I wasn't there. I 
was at the uni bar aching to ignore the body pressed against me. 

I finally formed a word with my mouth, but in place of "stop" my 
stomach spilled instead. I covered his pants in my vomit, he knocked me to 
the floor and left Then I threw up on myself. 

I had to get home. 

"Macy....? London...?" I gurgled. Where were they? Having bad sex by 
consent People looked, but no one saw. So I lay there on the floor until a girl 
in workpants came to clean my puke. 



I didn't know why. I turned and walked away, my eyes above the heads of 
the Kadatis I passed on my way back to the hotel. There I showered again and 
again, to get the dirt off my skin. Dirt from the forest, germs from the streets, I 
was infested. I wanted to go back. I hated these people, these ignorant ass 
backward apes. They didn't deserve our help. 

That night I threw up six times. 

The sisters came down with it too. I he extra pills hadn't helped. 

I couldn't keep anything down. We had to go to the hospital. 

On the first day the care was excellent. 1 fie doctors came to us often, checking 

us, watching us, speaking softly. But then our doctors got sick. And the nurses 

too. Fxtra beds were wheeled in. our room was crowded And we weren't 

getting better. 



I looked to the face of the woman beside me. I measured the passage of time 
by the growth of blisters across her face. When she died I lo^t track. 

The stench of the rotting Kadatis hung like a big sweaty blanket. Bodies piled up in 
the streets. 

Everything was slowing down. No traffic, or factories hummed, the forests 
outside were quiet. The heat and the smell were pressing me into my 
bedsheets. No one had been round to change them. I started crying, no one 
was listening. Then I was quiet. 

I stared from my bed, out the window, where I could see a piece of street, and 
a corner of sky. Maybe the soldiers would come, the men in gas masks would 
return in the name of Tekne. to take me and save me and carry me home. I 
was the child of engineers, I lived on level 45, I went to Uni Tekne. But maybe 
my parents were dead now. I didn't have any money. But the soldiers would 
come in the name of Tekne. I wanted to go home to my room in the North, or 
the South, to go to bad bars and hear bad music. I wanted a coffee, or a 
burger, some beer or a painkiller. When would the soldiers come? 



I was fading, drifting in 
and out 



She scurried in, and would have scurried out, as pukemops tend to do, 
but when she saw my face she smiled. 

"Minkal Minka McCartby!" She kneeled down nose to nose. 

1 shoved her away. A pukemop. Her smell was rank and ugly. 

"Don't you remember me?" Her voice quivered, desperate. 

I looked at tbe pale eyes stuck in the pits of her puffy face, pukemops. 
They all looked the same to me 

but in those eyes I saw a ghost familiar... 
She gave me her hand and. I heaved my body up and stood. 
"Mink,!-" 
i Then stumbled through her on my way to the door. 

That night I had a dream of the girl, her gray eyes wide, standing in my 
mother's kitchen. We were small. 
My mother's kitchen.... 
I had to go home. 
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The next day I sought my morning coffee at the station, but there was 
none. My eyes slammed shut the moment my train arrived, I barely saw the 
seat I fell into. 

The ride was too quick. I woke lo the smell of the smoke of the south 
seeping in. I couldn't get a first class ticket, so I shared my space with all the 
pukemops of the world. 

By the time I'd reached the home station, my nausea had hollowed 
out to an empty ache. I heard the blood rushing in my head. 

Stepping up to Coffee Time I found that booth too was closed. My 
body was heavy and slow as I dragged my ass to the lift. 

The lift down there was dirty, and the next was dirty again when I 
switched lifts at level 10. Daylight never broke at level 10, the corridors instead 
were lit with tritium lamps, their green glow poured with abundance from the 
nuclear core. ' 



The dirt runs down through the levels 




Here politics are forgotten 




I would have to do my share 
They'd say. 



In the morning it was my job to give out vaccines. With those drugs I found 
our cache of extra pills and I pictured the germs in my mind. The germs of 
Kadat, the doctor had said, were everywhere, would slip through the stream of 
my blood, would eat away at my guts. I took the pills for myself. The others 
wouldn't use them anyway. 

I'd say 
to myself 
to justify 

my sucking want 

The other girls stuck together, but I went separately into the city core Ads 
hung everywhere, I couldn't read the text, but the picture told the story a 
woman, Kadati, holding a baby, a doctor holding a needle, and the flag of the 
UKA waving in the background. 

Women with children lined up in the street, waiting for injections. I could help 
these people and their beautiful country 
I thought. 

One of the women was drastically thin, her baby had such sweet brown eyes I 
gave her some of my pills, the extra ones saved specially for the sisters. And I 
smiled at myself for that. 
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They slapped my face and spit in my hands. 
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her flesh was soft trampled, lifeless. Blood trickled from her mouth. 

I had to touch her face. 

The sirens wailed as if falling from the sky. I was alone in the square, a 
jobless, cashless kid, alone with a fresh corpse beside me. The black truck 
pulled up and out popped two cops. 

They grabbed me and threw me, then pulled me up by my neck. One 
of them whipped out my ID to read my name aloud. 

"Minka McCarthy" his voice traveled the length of my spine. 
"Instigation is a criminal offense." 

Bang. His boot met my back and my face hit the street with a crack. 
The other cop shoved his face in my ear. I felt the wet of his tongue 
with the words 

"And so is murder Minka." 
He whipped mc back up by my hair, so again on my knees I could sec 
as the audience approached. From a safe distance, they came back to watch 
my beating. 




